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What was the first claim to the Oregon Country by the United States? 
The discovery of the "River of the West" by Capt. Robert 


Gray in May 
of 1792 and mamed by him for his ship "Columbia," J j 


Why did Lewis & Clark come here to reach the Pacific? 


it was their intention to come here, They were instructed by President 


Jefferson to find the Columbia river as near as possible to its source 
and follow it to the sea, 


Why is so much importance attached to Fort Clatsop? 


It was not only the 1805-06 winter headquarters of the most important 
and successful expedition in the history of the United States, it was 
the focal point of the entire venture, and als the first U, S, Military 
Post west of St. Louis. 


_Q. Was Astoria or Vancouver, Washington the first permanent American settlement 
‘west of the Rocky Mountains? 


Astoria was founded March 1811 by the American, John Jacob Astor, Thirteen 
years later the British Company "Hudson Bay" founded Fort Vancouver, In the 


meantime Astoria had been sold to the British Company, and most of the men, 
fur and supplies were transferred to Vancouver when that fort was finished. 
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Yes, in April 189 General Adair opened a customs house in Astoria, Uregon. 
It was the first building,built withogovernment appropriated funds, west of 
St. Louis. The customs house in Monterey was built the following Autumn and 
was the second customs house west of St. Louis. 


Where is the oldest house in Astoria? 


The house in which the Moyer Paint Store is now located, on the corner of 8th 
and Duane Streets. It was built by Capt. Hustler in 1648. 


The Clatsop Plains Presbyterian Church is said to have great historical signifi- 
cance, why? 


This church was organized and built in 1846. It was the first Bresbyterian 
Church building west of the Rocky Mountains. 


Where was Point Adams Light House? 


It was located at the present site of Battery Russell. When the south jetty 

was built, the new eddies of water piled sand in front of the lighthouse between 
it and the sea, and it soon became so far inland it was no longer a safe guide 
to mariners. It was the first lighthouse built along the northwest coast. 


When was Ft. Stevens founded? 


Ft. Stevens was founded during the time of the Civil War. It was enlarged during 
both the first and second World Wars, It was fired upon during World War II by 
the Japanese and is the only part of the United States attacked by an enemy since 
the War of 1812. 


Where did Cullaby Lake receive its name? 
From Chief or Mir, Cullaby, a part-white chief. 
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16. As In October 1906 the sailing vessel Peter Iredale out of Liverpool, England, 
was wrecked while inbound at the mouth of the Columbia River. It was swept 
too far into the shoreline before the Captain became aware of it. Ag a 
strong southeast gale was blowing it became impossible to handle the ship 
and soon it was high on the beach. All its crew walked to shore unharmed. 
Many of the fittings of this ship are to be found locally. It is the only 
wreck of the hundreds that occurred in the area to be still visible. 


17. @. Who was Solomon Smith? 


A. Solomon Smith was the first permanent white settler in Clatsop County, He 
established his home near Smith's Lake on Clatsop Plains. He was also the 
first school teacher in Oregon proper when he opened the first school on 
French Prairie in 1836. He married the Clatsop Indian Princess Celiast, 
and with her came to the Clatsop area to see if a religious mission could 
be started here; this was done by Jason Lee, the Methodist Missionary. 


18. Q. What is a salt cairn, - like the one built at Seaside? 


A. A salt cairn is a mound or pile of rocks over or on which kettles of salt 
water were placed. A fire was built among the rocks, and the sea water 
boiled until only the salt remained, The salt cairn at Seaside was built 
by members of the Lewis and Clark party in Jamary 1806. 


19. Q, Who was John Day for whom so many places and things in Oregon are named? 


A. John Day aftually was not a man of any great deeds as mizht»be suggested 
by all these places bearing his name. Actually he was a hunter employed 
by Wilson Price Hunt, leader of the overland Astoria party. While in 
eastern Oregon he was captured by some hostile Indians. Because of mis-— 
treatment, starvation and thirst suffered previous to his capture by them, 
he lost his mind, and was finally brought into Astoria by one of the Astor 
partners, Donald Crooks. Although he recovered somewhat and attempted to 
return to his home in Missouri, he was unable to do so when he again became Se 
irrational. He died in Astoria in 1613 and was buried in the first white = 
man's cemetery west of the Missouri River. That spot is now covered by = = 
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Was Astoria really theyviolent, lawless town depicted in so many stories? 


Yes, according to tagJold timers who Witnessed the goings-on at that time 
it was. It earned for itself the reputation as the most wicked town in 

the United States. Jt was all the boom and frontier towns rolled into one, 
and along with being a seaport it attracted characters from all over the 
world. It is said that ships passing Astoria, bound for Portland with 
passengers aboard, never allowed the women to look at the city as they were 
warned they would turn to a pillar of salt if they did since the city was 


so evil. 


What is meant by Shanghaiing? 


The life of a sailor was so rugged in the 1800's that it was impossible to 
keep a crew once a ship was landed in port. The only way to replace these 
men was by using doped food or drinks administered by certain saloons, and 
restaurants. The persons employed in giving the dope were paid large sums 
of money for each man delivered aboard ship. After being drugged the men 
were lowered through trap doors into waiting rowboatscunder the trestle= 
like streets. The men rarely awoke before the ship was on the high-seas, 
and then of course were helpless to do anything about their plight until 
reaching the next port of call, if even then. 


What was the idea hehind the building of the Astor Column? 


In an advertising scheme, the Great Northern Railway decided to bring national 
attention to things of historic and scenic interest along its route, Asa 
climax to the journey it was decided that a monument should be built. Since 
the three things that secured Oregon and its sister states for the United 
States all occurred at Astoria, it was decided to build the monument on top 

of Coxcomb Hill. When the Astor family agreed to pay half ofct | 


of building the monument, it was named for them, The colum was completed 
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When and by whom wasfBeaside founded? 


Seaside was founded in 1850 by the Latta or Lattie family. William Lattie 
took up the donation land claim that later became seaside, after he sold 
out to Ben Holladay. The Latties operated the first resort hotel in that 
area. The father of the family, Alexander Latta, was the first white bar 
pilot at the mouth of the Columbia. He was drowned while bringing a ship 
across the bar shortly before the family moved to the Seaside region. He 
also was the factor at Ft. George after James Birnie, 


Who settled Westport? 

John West about 1850. He gave the settlement its name after himself. 
Because of its strategic location on the Columbia he soon opened a 
Salmon cannery and saw-mill there. 


When and where was the first salmon cannery located in Clatsop County? 


John West opened the first salmon cannery in Clatsop County as well as 


Oregon in Westport in 1869. The second cannery was opened at Clifton 


early in 1873 by the Cook Bros., and later that year Badolett & Company 
opened a cannery at Astoria, The first salmon cannery on the river, 
however was opened in 1866 at Eagle Cliff, Washington by Hapsgood, 

Hume and Company. 


What is the story behind the picturesque communities in the Nehalem Valley? 


Since the Nehalem river is but a small river, and is almost impossible to 
ascend from its mouth, the region that it passes through was not settled 
as early as other parts of the county. It was surrounded by the coast 
range which made it difficult to establish roads, and as mentioned before — 
water travel was very difficult. Canoes were used to travel downstream 
by those having the fortitude to try it. All goods had to be packed 
piece by piece. Even after roads were connecting all parts of the « 
the Nehalem Valley was isolated during the winter ect. 
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